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Kia ora and Greetings 
 
The final end of term assembly was a wonderful celebration of the term‟s activities with the “Aim for 
Excellence” Academic Awards from NCEA 2009, cups and ribbons for sporting successes in such 
diverse fields as orienteering and equestrian events as well as five first placing certificates from the 
South Island Secondary School Athletics Championships. We all enjoyed the musical talents of the 
“Glee Club” students who sang at the assembly. 
 

This Queen‟s News features the Year 11 Geography students who explored the dairy industry, traffic 
flows and viticulture on their recent three-day field trip and the Outdoor Education students who have 
developed agility in surfing and mountain biking. 

 

Queen‟s girls have been involved in the community teaching poi at St Clair School and assisting at their School Fair and in 
coaching and umpiring Netball at Tahuna Normal Intermediate.  Erin Batchelor and Jule Barth attended the World Vision 
Leadership Camp and Talia Ellison won the Youth Parliament Speech Competition and will represent Clare Curran in 
Wellington for two days during the July holidays. 
 

The term has finished on a roll with the Year 9 EOTC Team Building Day and the Senior Drama Production of the classic 
New Zealand play, “The Pohutakawa Tree”. The girls deserve their holiday break, but don‟t forget the Stage Challenge 
practices scheduled for the second week of the holidays. 
 

Interim reports are included with this mail out and show the girls have settled well to their academic studies this year. We 
look forward to meeting with you and the girls at the Report Evening on Thursday 29

th
 April. 

 

Enjoy a safe and relaxing Easter holiday. 
Julie Anderson 

Principal  

Outstanding Academic Achievements 
 

Congratulations to the following students who achieved outstanding NCEA results in 2009. At the final assembly this 
term the students are to be presented with their Academic Badges for achieving their NCEA certificate at Level 1 or 
2 with excellence. 
 

NCEA L1 endorsed with Excellence 
Beth Goulstone 
Rosa Sangster 
Serena Vaitupu 
Maxine Shanks 
Jule Barth 
Tessa McNaught 
Toni Thomas 
 

NCEA L1 endorsed with merit and 40+ excellence credits 
Antoinette McIntosh 
Serena Mather 
 

NCEA L2 endorsed with Excellence 
Neka Kater 
Emma Sutherland 
 

NCEA L2 endorsed with merit and 40+ excellence credits 
Hannah Davidson 
Christina Hamill 
  

NCEA Outstanding Academic Achievement 
students. 



International Ice-skater 
Sarah MacGibbon year11 spent three months over the summer training in Switzerland. During the 
three months of intense training, Sarah competed in two competitions. Her first international event 
was held in Slovenija and the second, a National event, in Switzerland. Sarah competes in the 
Novice Ladies solo figure skating category and is currently ranked 3rd in New Zealand.  Her first 
National competition this year is in Queenstown in May. 

Cricket 
The Cricket team won their final game of the season against Tokomairiro by five wickets. A really good effort from the 
girls who bowled, batted and fielded well. Standouts on the day were Alex Vaitupu for bowling and Brooke Flannery 
for batting (41 not out). Standouts for the season are, Brooke Flannery (batting), Serena Mather (wicket keeping) 
Jessica Tuxford (bowling) and Mahalia Finnie (all rounder).  

Sports News and successes for our students. 
 

Cycling  
Congratulations to Emma Sutherland year 13 who has achieved another goal and a fantastic result in winning 
the junior women‟s title recently. Emma competed in “Le Race” which is a 100km cycle race starting in 
Christchurch and finishing in Akaroa, over some really big, steep hills. She was third last year and this year took 
20 minutes off her 2009 time to complete the course in 3 hrs 40 mins, beating the second place getter by 30 
minutes.  Emma trains hard and maintains a high standard in her schoolwork as well as coping with the 
demands of her rigorous training. 

Orienteering ï ñCunning runningò  Congratulations to our Orienteers  
Results from Dunedin Orienteering School Summer Series – run over six  weeks in Term 1 
Senior Girls‟ teams event – QHS 1st 
Junior Girls‟ team event – QHS 1st 
Erin Batchelor listed in Top 20 competitors for series. 
 
During this series, Erin also had her first chance to work with a mentor to design the courses for an event.  
Members of Junior Girls team -  Marcia Bylsma, Deena Parr, Torea Scott-Fyfe, Yazmin DeCaigney, Sarah 
McBride, Lana Tall. 
 
Members of Senior Girls team – Amy McCarthy, Maeghan Koedyk, Kumi Nishioka , Antoinette McIntosh, 
Vanessa Bremer, Theresa Rosenberger, Erin Batchelor. 
 
Otago Schools Championships run Sunday March 21 
Junior Girls‟   - Standard grade    1st - Torea Scott-Fyfe    
Senior Girls‟  - Standard Grade 1st – Amy McCarthy 
  3rd – Kumi Nishioka 
  4th – Maegan Koedyk 
Senior Girls‟ Championship Grade 1st – Erin Batchelor 
 
Orienteering will continue with the Nationals over Easter (2 QHS students competing), then Sunday events that 
will be advised on the sports notice-board.  We already have a couple of extra people who will join us for the 
winter season, and any new participants are most welcome.  A great sport for getting out and visiting parts of 
Otago you may not otherwise visit.  

Rowing 
Queen‟s High School competed over the summer season with 3 senior rowers and 6 novices.  They performed 
creditably well, with the novices gaining a lot of skills and racing experience.  Loren Mathewson (after recovery from 
an injury sustained during winter training) was placed first in her U18 Single B final at the South Island 
Championships in mid February.  Queen‟s Rowing has been very fortunate to have been the recipient of grants from 
the Alexander McMillan Trust, Dunedin Casino Trust and the Southern Victoria Trust, and as a result has been able 
to purchase 2 new racing boats (a single and a double). The rowing squad will go from strength to strength and is 
seeking interest from girls who are keen to give rowing a go.  The squad is also seeking a coxswain (the person who 
steers the larger boats and gives instruction).  If anyone is keen to give rowing or coxing a go, contact year 13 
students Loren Mathewson, Calypso Goldsmith, Hannah Collins or Mrs Heather Knox. 

Tennis 
We had five teams playing at all levels in the secondary schools‟ competition. The girls have played with 
commitment, practising regularly after school. In the interschool qualification round Natasha Scott, Aymee 
Brown, Paige Arbuckle and Amy Griffin played well in all their games.  

Left: Torea 
 
Right: Erin 



Outdoor Education Fun and Achievements  
As part of the outdoor education programme Year 12 students learn to surf at St Clair beach and many of the girls 
have developed a good skill level by end of their tuition. A trained instructor teaches the students and a weekend 
camp was held at Warrington for the students, using King‟s High School‟s Hatherley lodge. 
 
Year 11 students in Outdoor education have been learning to mountain bike. They have learnt some basic bike 
mechanics as well as acquiring and developing mountain biking skills. They have biked on various tracks including 
the Karetai track . 
 
The teachers thoroughly enjoy working with their students who show commitment and perseverance and are keen 
to develop their physical skills.  

National Surf Lifesaving Competitions 
Congratulations to Sophie Robb year 13 who was in the finals for seven of the eight events she was competing in 
recently at the National Sand Surf Lifesaving competitions which were held at Whakatane. She was placed fifth 
in the Under 19 Taplin and 13th in the Under 19 Board competition.  
Natasha and Gabrielle Scott  and Kate Robertson have been participating in the IRB Surf lifesaving nationals 
held at Waipu Cove in the last week in March. Kate Robertson won a bronze in the premier mass rescue event. 
We look forward to hearing about Natasha and Gabrielle‟s achievements.  

Athletics 
It has been a busy and successful time for our athletes. They competed in Otago Secondary School Athletics 
Championships at the Caledonian in Dunedin on the 5th and 6th of March and again the following weekend in 
Invercargill at the Otago Southland event. This was followed by the South Island 
Championships held in Dunedin on the 19th and 20th. 
 

Our small squad is packed with talent. Samantha McAucley was placed 1st  for the 100m 
and 200m U14 sprints at the Otago Championships and in the same events respectively 
was 1st and 2nd in Invercargill. Samantha, at 12 years  of age, was one of the youngest 
competitors at the South Island event and was placed 5th in a very close 100m sprint final.  
 

In the same events, but competing as a senior, Lauren Wilson was a standout performer 
making a clean sweep of both events at all 3 meets. She won all her races by a convincing margin. She broke the 
Otago record for the 200m, which was a record set by her last year. Lauren has continued on her winning streak 

with success at the Athletics NZ Nationals in Christchurch last weekend when she won the 
U19 women‟s 100m and 200m, setting new Otago records as well as achieving personal 
bests in both events. Her relay team was placed third. 
 

Danielle De Caigney performed well in the middle distance races. She was placed  1st in 
the 400m and  3rd in the 800m at the Otago‟s and finished 3rd and 4th in these events at 
the Otago Southland event. She achieved a personal best to gain the South Island title for 
the 400m U15.  
 

Our year 9 newcomers to athletics also did well with Kennedy 
Barnes and Cassidi Woodhouse gaining a place in the U14 hurdles finals at the Otago 
Southland event, with Kennedy qualifying to compete in the South Island championships. 
Our year 9 relay consisting of Emily White, Samantha McAuley, Cassidi Woodhouse and 
Kennedy Barnes achieved some good baton changes to gain 2nd placing at the Otago 
event, 3rd in Otago Southland and a very close 4th at the South Islands. We would like to 
thank Bryce Watts for his expertise and help in coaching the relay team.  
 

Nicole Bradley continued to put in a strong performance in the senior field events with 1st place in hammer and 
discus, and 2nd in shotput at the Otago championships. She made a clean sweep of these events at Southland, 
winning all three events. At the South Islands she took out the title for discus and was 2nd in shotput and hammer. 
Nicole, Lauren, Danielle and Samantha will travel to Hastings in December to compete in the National Secondary 
School Athletics Championships. We wish them well with their training throughout the winter.  



Dates and Deadlines 
 
1 –21 April Booking on-line interviews with teachers 
28 April Year 12 geography field trip 
29 April Year 9 Jump rope 
29 April Parent teacher students Report evening 4-8 pm 
3 May Tertiary Open day - all year 13 students at uni, 
 polytech  
5-7 May SELL programme Year 11 
7 May BOT election date 
12 May Round 2 HPV Immunisation 
14 May Stage Challenge 
18 May Mufti Day 
24 May Senior exams practical week 
28 May Five week monitoring letters 
29 May Rockquest regional heats 
4 June Rockquest regional finals 
7 June Queen‟s Birthday – School closed 
8 June       Teacher –only day 
11-13 June Chamber music competition 
16 June Big Sing 
21 June Mufti day 
2 July Senior reports posted last day of term 

The publishers of Healthy Food Guide magazine are of-

fering to donate $5 to the school of your choice for 

every copy of their great recipe book Healthy family 

meals made easy ($24.90) ordered before 9 April 2010.  

They are also offering an extra $500 donation to the 

school that receives the most nominations. 

Orders can be made online at www.healthyfood.co.nz 

(go to ‘magazine shop’), by phoning 0800 360 0582, or 

by posting a copy of the order form.  Remember to in-

clude Queen’s High School as the school you want your 

$5 to go to.  A copy of the book will be available at the 

student office if you would like to have a look at it. 

World Vision 
On the 6th and 7th of March Erin Batchelor and I spent the weekend in Waihola at the World Vision Student 
Leadership Summit. The main idea of sending us there was to help us develop the skills to run a fantastic, fun and 
effective 40hour famine at Queen‟s but we came away with so much more. We got to know people from all over 
Otago and Southland and we spent the majority of the weekend taking part in various workshops on leadership, 
working with the media, how World Vision works, World Vision scholarships and running an awesome famine. 
That was the serious part of the weekend which was incredibly interesting and helpful but we also had heaps of 
fun playing huge games of touch and just getting to know each other.  
Another part of the weekend was meeting some of the TV personalities involved with World Vision. On the 
Saturday night Matt and Dayna from Studio 2 came and talked to us about why they are so passionate about 
World Vision. They were both funny and inspiring. Overall the weekend was a fantastic experience; this year‟s 
famine, 21-23 May, is going to be bigger and better than ever so watch this space!                             Jule Barth 

Fun stuff for students to do in the holidays! 
If you are after something fun to do then contact  
Volunteer Otago / Youthline to join a „taster‟ volunteer 
course. 100% free, just bring your lunch.  
Course 1 ages 10-13  10 a.m. –3:3.30 p/.m. April 7-9 
Course 2 Ages 14-17 10 a.m.-3.30 p.m. April 13-15 
Phone 471 6206  Text 021 211 6789  
Email: dunedinyouthvolunteering@gmail.com 
Includes helping at SPCA, baking for foodbank . 

Poutama HEHA Programme for Years 11 and 12 students. 
The school organic vegetable gardens are flourishing and producing vegetables under the 

care of the Poutama students. The Poutama programme is a holistic approach to 

education where students are learning life skills as well as earning unit standards for life in 

the work force. The food that is grown in the gardens is used in the cooking classes. 

Students are encouraged to take plants home from school and start their own gardens. 

The students in the programme are also continuing to develop their literacy and numeracy 

skills. The programme has received funding support through the Otago District Health 

Board Healthy Eating Healthy Action fund.  

Year 11 Geographers Fieldtrip to Alexandra 
The year 11 geography students applied and developed their 
geographical skills on their recent field trip to Alexandra.  The weather 
was so typical of Otago as the girls sweltered, working in 32 degrees 
one day and then had to cope with 8 degrees and seeing snow on the 
Old Man range on the way home.  During the field trip they studied for 
two achievement standards focusing on dairying, gold and traffic 
problems in the centre of Alexandra.  The field trip also included a visit 
to the Black Ridge Vineyard at Earnscleugh.  They participated in a 
simulation exercise, studying the consequences to the environment of 
damming the Manuherikia River for irrigation and power.  The trip was enjoyable and gave the students a real 
opportunity to understand more deeply, environmental concerns and the potential impact on a community. 

http://www.healthyfood.co.nz

