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Kia ora and warm greetings  
 
The year has started with a focus on developing community, citizenship, and leadership 
for the senior students. At the end of the first week the Year 13 girls participated in a 
Leadership Day. This included discussing their goals, planning how they can support 
younger students and developing leadership qualities. Speeches by ex-girls Helen 
Tangata (American Field Scholar and teacher at St Clair School) and Alice Conrad 
(University student and past Sports Captain) provided motivation for the girls to become 
involved in leadership roles and ñgood adviceò for the last year of school.  The Year 12  

girls have taken on leadership roles in the House groups, preparing for the Sports Day and House chants. 
Senior students from the Environmental Group have coordinated an environmental workshop at school 
with advisors from the DCC. 
 
The Year 9 students seem to have settled well and are starting to get involved in school activities. The 
school council, stage challenge, interact, kapa haka and summer sports are well underway. Auditions for 
the show Les Miserables, produced by Kingôs this year, have already started. We encourage the girls to 
become involved in these activities as it helps develop their sense of community and citizenship. Alongside 
this, we remind them of their commitment to practices, games and school work.  
 
Sports Day was a festive occasion with the girls thoroughly enjoying the dressing up, face paint and fun 
events as well as the more competitive side. A number of the girls are competing in the Otago 
Championships. Our Learning Support students performed well in the Special Olympics competition held 
this Wednesday.  
 
We were honoured to have Chris Carter, the Minister of Education, ask to visit Queenôs last Wednesday. 
We discussed the government plans for retaining students at school (School Plus), ICT funding, 
personalised learning and the new curriculum. He then briefly visited science and graphics classes and the 
whare. It is heartening to see recognition for the work of Queenôs at National level. 
 
We are delighted with the way the girls have begun the  
year, settling in to Queenôs routines and becoming involved 
 in the many co-curricular opportunities offered.  
 
 
Julie Anderson 
Principal 
 
 
 

Mr McMillan, Mrs Anderson and Mr Carter 
in the Graphics Room 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NCEA Evening 
 
Years 10 and 11 students and parents were invited to an information evening in late February. We were 
delighted with the attendance of so many and parents who attended gained more detailed understanding 
of NCEA 
 



Year 13 Leadership Day  
 

The Year 13 leadership day started off with a BANG...! Well, 
maybe it was more like a splash.  But even a spot of rain could not 
deter our enthusiasm, as we all made our way to the Caversham 
Petanque and Bowls Club; about ten minutes walk from the 
school.  With the heaters blasting, and a quick welcome from 
Shannon Buchanan, Mrs Anderson and Mrs Cebulla-Elder, we 
divided into our form classes and got stuck into figuring what 
exactly are our rights and responsibilities as the óleaders of the 
schoolô for 2008.  After presenting our ideas, and listening to our 
first guest speaker of the day, Alice Conrad, we once again got 
into form groups, this time for a few team bonding activities, the 

favourite being óthe mine fieldô (which 13Montgomerie won cough cough). 
 
Then the highlight of the day: The Petanque Championships. During our lunchbreak (which consisted of 
sausages and coleslaw ï a grateful thanks to those who womaned the BBQ) we tossed, chucked, rolled 
and flung the metal petanque balls as close to the cochonnet as possible. Although there were no clear 
winners, it was a lot of fun, especially as many of us had never played before. After the final game, we 
returned to the clubroom, this time to hear some advice from Helen Tangata, another former Queenôs 
pupil. Ms Signal was our last speaker of the day, dispensing her inspiration in the form of stories. (òI hava 

your Mama, now giva me the bikeò)  
 
Overall, we all had a great day, and 
learnt a lot about being role models. We 
would like to say a big Thank You to 
everyone who came to speak with us, 
and to the Caversham Petanque and 
Bowls Club, who let us use their 
wonderful clubhouse and grounds. 
 
Cazna Savell.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPORTING SUCCESSES CONGRATULATIONS TO: 
Caitlin de Bruyn who came second in the Otago Womenôs Open Surfing competition held recently. 
Elise Mamanu-Gray who is in the NZ under 17 soccer team. 

Kelsey Bradshaw who is representing Otago in regional and national petanque competition 

 

 
 DATES AND DEADLINES 

 
11 March  óAttitudeô presentation - Years 9 and 10 
 Letter sent home with students last week 
12 March  Year 9 Teambuilding Day 
13 March  óYES-E-DAYô 
15-16 March S.I Secondary Schools Rowing Regatta 
20 March (Thurs) Normal School Day. Finish at usual time. 
21 ï 25 March Easter ï School Closed 
26 March  Year 12 Geography Field trip 
 School resumes after Easter break 
April 8 Matinee - Senior Drama Production 
April 9-10 Senior Drama Production Performances 
 óWednesday to Comeô - Renee  
April 9 National Bank Maths Competition 
 

FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITY 
 

Toilet paper is available for sale. 
 

$23 per pack  
($7 of this is profit for the seller) 

 
Order forms from the student office. 

 
Sorry, paper towels no longer 

available. 
 

Queries to Liz Haddow ï 455 7212 



SPORTS DAY 
After cold, wet weather we were lucky to have a warm, sunny day for our annual Athletics Sports held at 
the Caledonian. All students participated with ñnon-competitiveò house events and field and track events 
for the more serious athletes. The day began with house chants and finished with house relays. 

 

Well done to all competitors in the serious events and congratulations to the following students who 
excelled on the day. A number of students will go on to compete in the Otago Regional Athletics 
Competition this month. 

 

Athletics Champions:  House Winner: Allen 
 

Under 14 - Jessica Tuxford 
Under 15 - Shannen McLaren  
Under 16 - Lauren Wilson  
Over 16 - Elise Mamanu-Gray and Olivia Robb 
 
 

 

AFS SPONSORED TRIP TO JAPAN 
 

In early December 2007 ten senior students and their teacher of 
Japanese, Ms Helen McDermott spent a memorable two weeks in 
Japan. All the students are learning Japanese and this was a wonderful 
opportunity for them to develop their understanding of Japanese 
culture and speak in Japanese. They were hosted by Japanese 
families who welcomed them into their families and took them to the 
tourist sights. The girls had traditional Japanese food and drank a lot of  

green tea as well as eating sashimi. Schools are very different from Queenôs. 
Buildings are several stories high and the last period of each day included time for 
the class to clean the classroom and corridor.  
 

Students from Australia, India, Malaysia, Thailand and the Philippines were also on 
the visit and deep and lasting friendships have been made. 

 
One of the most memorable days for some of the students was visiting Hiroshima 
and the memorial to those who died there at what was the end of World War II in 
the Pacific Basin. It was described as a ñsad yet peaceful placeò which brought all 
the students closer together.  
 

The girls thoroughly enjoyed their varied experiences and the opportunity to speak 
Japanese for two weeks.  



HEALTH CORNER 
It is very important your child drinks plenty of water while at school, but some drinks pack in a lot of sugar. 
Sugar adds a lot of calories without contributing any valuable nutrients to a childôs diet, and is bad for teeth. 
Remember 5g of sugar equals one teaspoon. Sugar content per 100ml of some common drinks (100ml is 
only half a glass!) 

¶ Coca-cola: 10.6g (thatôs 38g of sugar in a can, or nearly 8 teaspoons). Other carbonated (ñfizzyò) 
drinks will be similar to this. Most fizzy drinks are acidic and bad for teeth, including diet drinks. 

¶ Flavoured milk: 9.3g (Non-flavoured milk is around 5g) 

¶ Orange juice: 10.3g 

¶ Water: 0g 
Water is the best choice for kidsô drink bottles. Try freezing the drink bottle over night, so it stays cold during 
the day. A slice of lemon or orange adds nice flavour to water. Encourage children to drink trim milk at home 
(where it can be kept cool in the fridge). 
Energy drinks are not recommended for children. Fruit juice should be watered down. 

Exchange Trip to Germany  
 
Over the Christmas holidays I took part in the school exchange to Germany. We were placed with families 
around the state of Nordrhein-Westfalen and were able to experience everyday life in Germany. The main 
differences for me were school and Christmas. A school day starts at 7.50am and varies in the amount of 
lessons per day. Sometimes there are up to 10 lessons in one day! (Luckily the most I had was 7). Each 
student learns between 11 and 15 subjects and if a teacher is unable to go to school there are no relievers! I 
also found the teaching style very different.  
 
Christmas was, of course, in winter and my host family couldnôt imagine having it in summer! My favourite 
thing about Christmas that NZ doesnôt have, were the huge Christmas markets! They created a really 
exciting and festive atmosphere with people crowded through the streets drinking Gluhwein and eating 
gebrannte Mandeln or Reibekuchen which are traditional German foods around the Christmas period.  
 
The NZ students also spent a week together in Berlin where we did a lot of fun activities to 
learn about its history and see all of the famous sights! The exchange was a once in a 
lifetime experience which not only gave me the chance to put my German into practise, but 
also to meet a lot of new people, learn about a different culture, and experience new things!  
 
Sarah Bowden-Turner 

 

 


