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Nearing the end of this first term it is heartening to reflect on a long summer and the wonderful 
opportunities this has provided for outdoor activities. Our rowing team competed in the National 
Maadi Cup Championships at Twizel, with all the girls gaining a position in the semi-finals. 
Geography, Biology and French field trips to Aoraki, Mt Cook, Karitane and Tirohonga have 
enhanced the girlsô understanding in the practical aspects of these subjects. Surfing, mountain 
biking and the Year 9 Team Building Day have been part of our Outdoor Education programmes, all 
of which are designed to increase the girlsô self confidence, physical skills and their ability to work 
together. Successes in Orienteering and Equestrian events have shown the prowess of both the 
girls and the horses at following directions. A number of students have had successes in the three 

Secondary School Athletics Competitions this term and are already planning to attend the Nationals later in the year.  
Nothing had been cancelled or postponed and it is pleasing to see the girls making the most of the co-curricular 
activities and the weather. 
 

The Year 13 drama studentsô presentation of ñWednesday to Comeò ï by Renee, was a wonderful historical 
commentary on New Zealand life during the 1930ôs depression, the role of women and the nature of politics. It was an 
excellent production with the girlsô polished performances showing authentic and sensitive insights into the issues of the 
times.   
 

Practices for winter sports, Stage Challenge, Kapa Haka, Pacific Island Culture group and the musical Les Miserables 
are all underway. Please encourage the girls to get involved in extra-curricular activities as they greatly enhance their 
learning and personal development. If you are able to help in any way with sports teams or activities please contact the 
school office as we greatly value your input into school life and your support of the girlsô education.  
 

It has been a busy term so I hope the sun keeps shining and the girls enjoy the holiday break. 
 

Julie Anderson 
Principal 

  
 

 
  
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LIBRARY NEWS 
In mid-March, the Library introduced a longer loan period for all books.  Traditionally 
books have been issued for 2 weeks at a time, but students had asked if they could 
possibly have that time extended.  The Student Council raised the issue, and the decision 
was made to begin issuing books for 3 weeks.  This gives students more time to read 
their books before they need to return or renew them.  It is heartening to know that 
students are enjoying their reading, as well as having a say in the way their Library 
operates. 
 

Another very encouraging sign that more girls are reading has been the large increase in the number of books being 
issued.  In 2007, 566 books were issued in the month of February.  This year, over the same period, the Library issued 
748 books, a very positive indication that our efforts to encourage girls to read are succeeding. 

COCA-COLA CAREERS EXPO ï MAY 21 AND 22 THE DUNEDIN CENTRE 
This year the Coke-expo will be held at the Town hall on the above dates.  Students in Years 10 ï 13 will be taken by 
bus to the Expo during school hours (juniors in the morning and seniors in the afternoon).  A charge of $2.00 per student 
will be added to their account to cover transport costs ï please contact the Careers Advisor (Lesley Signal) if you have 
any queries regarding this event.  The expo is also open to parents and you are welcome to go through the exhibition 
any time between 9.00 a.m. and 3.00 p.m. either day, but there will be large groups of school students during those 
hours.  However, exhibitors will also be available between 4.00 p.m. and 7.00 p.m. on Wednesday 21

st
 - a good time for 

parents (with or without their young people) and teachers to visit. 
 

YEAR 12 GEOGRAPHY AND TOURISM TO MT COOK 
The two classes headed to Mt Cook for three days, during which time they were spoken to by 
Ursula from Department of Conservation (DOC) about the Twizel area.  A spokesperson from 
DOC, Mt Cook, provided interesting information on that area and we watched a 3D movie on the 
Southern Alps.  The highlight for most was the visit to the Tasman Glacier.  We also called in to 
the Moeraki Boulders.  This was a fun and very interesting time and a wonderful opportunity to 
visit the Southern Alps. 



Trying new things 

Encouraging classmates 

Aiming high 

Making friends 

 

Building pyramids 

Unique ideas 

Intelligence 

L istening to others 

Designing dances 

Inventing boots 

Not individuals, a team. 

Getting to know each other 

 

Day in the sun! 

And loving it! 

Yeah , we had so much fun 

9 Swan 

The EOTC day was a wild experience. It was fun and it taught us how to work well 
with each other and we learnt new things about each other.  
 
When we went to the gardens we had games and activities. Our favourite game 
was mines where we had to think of a way to get the tin with the lollies on it. We 
had two rubber bands and four feet of string. 
Our least favourite was when we were blind folded and we chose someone to guide 
us around.  
We did a dance to the quote, òLive forwards but understand it backwardsò - it was a 
little challenging but we had a great time  
 
It was really fun, a good chance to get to know the people in our class better and 
we played lots of fun games! 

9 Webb 
 

Cool and Fun!! 
 

The activities were absolutely awesome! 
 

Awesome, very good activities including 
trust and thinking. 
 
A great day! 

9 Spence 

9 

E ï exciting 

A ï an adventure 

R ï (re) memorable 

L  ï learning  

A ï artistic 

N ï new friends 

D ï day out! (fun) 

9 Earland 

  
Our year 9 students recently participated in a successful EOTC team building day organised by Ms Mellor-Read and 
supported by form-teachers, class teachers and senior class associates. As a form class, they spent the day working 
together to complete challenges and solve problems.  Below are some comments and photos from this day. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Athletics 

Queenôs was well represented at the recent Otago Secondary School Athletics Championships. Our athletes gained 
valuable experience and enjoyed the high level of competition. The following athletes were placed in the top 8, and were 
eligible to compete in the Otago/Southland Championships: 
Grace Ah-Yek:  U14 70m hurdles 8

th
 

Nicole Bradley :  U16 Shotput  1
st
 ,  Discus 1

st
,  open hammer 3

rd
 

Philippa Mackay:  Senior javelin 1
st
 

Shannen Mclaren:  U15 100m 3
rd

 
Olivia Robb:  Senior 3000m 1

st
, 1500m 2

nd
 

Lauren Wilson:  U16 100m 2
nd

 , 200m 2
nd 

 

The following students were placed in the top 5 at the Otago/Southland Championships and were eligible to compete at 
the South Island Championships in Timaru. 
Nicole Bradley:  U16 Discus and Shotput 1

st
, open hammer 2

nd
 

Philippa Mackay:  Senior pole vault 1
st
,  javelin 3

rd
 

Olivia Robb:  Senior 3000m 1
st
, 1500 2

nd
 

Lauren Wilson:  U16 100m and 200m 2
nd 

 

Our four students who competed in Timaru were all pleased with  
their performances.  
Nicole Bradley:  1

st
  U16 discus,  2

nd
 U16 shotput 

Philippa Mackay:  1
st
 pole vault - setting another personal best  

Lauren Wilson:  3
rd

 U16 100m and 200m 
Olivia Robb:  4

th
 1500m and  3000m 

  
These athletes will be busy training over the winter to ensure that they are in top 
form for the National Secondary School Athletics. They will travel with Mrs Swan 
(team manager) to Hamilton in December. 

Philippa Mackay (above) competing in 
the pole vault event at the Otago 
Southland Athletics Championships. She 
achieved a personal best in this event.

 

 

WHICH WAY DO WE GO? ï Orienteering success 
Over recent weeks we have had a small number of girls regularly taking part in the Dunedin orienteering School 
Series.  They have all become increasingly adept at map-reading, problem solving, and finding very small things 
in large expanses of bush!   Recently the girls took part in the Otago Championships at McLeodôs farm near 
Brighton, and all four girls gained placings in the standard grade competitions for their age-groups. Next up are 
the South Island Championships, being held here in Dunedin which involves a Sprint course around the 

 University of Otago on Saturday and a long course near Henley on Sunday.  
Good luck girls.  This is a great sport for challenging your brain whilst getting 
aerobically fit at the same time.  Anyone interested in taking part please see Ms 
Signal or Mrs Robertson for more information ï weôd love to have more 
participants join us. 

 

YEAR 11 MOUNTAIN BIKING 
The year 11 Outdoor Education class has just finished a great unit on mountain biking, culminating in great rides at the 
tracks in Jubilee Park and Forrester Park, with fantastic participation by all students this year. Special mention needs to be 
made for Chynna Waihirere, who impressed everyone with her flying impression, Analeis Dunlop, with her tree hugging at 
high speed and Laura McLachlan, with her interesting balancing skills while biking down stairs and down hill in general!! 
Special thanks to Kingôs High School for the hire of their mountain bikes and bike trailer, Mr McCall for lending a student 
his own bike and to Shane Melrose from Sport Otago for teaching the girls some essential bike maintenance skills and 
then accompanying us on the ride at Forrester Park. 

ROWING AND THE MAADI CUP 
After a long season of hard work at the gym, frequent runs around Logan Park or up 
Jacobs' Ladder, and many early mornings on the water, six of our rowing squad 
travelled to Twizel to take part in the Aon National Secondary Schoolsô Rowing 
championships ï commonly known as the ñMaadiò regatta.   
This is a huge event, with over 130 schools taking part, and competition between 

 squads is tough and relentless.  All of the girls 
made it through to semi-finals, which is a real 
achievement at this level, and they showed real grit 
and courage while competing.  Well done to all the 
girls.   

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES AND DEADLINES 
6 May  Dunedin Tertiary Open Day ï All Yr 13 

students 
7 May ï 9 May  Yr 11 Geography Field Trip 
12 May  Stage Challenge 
15 May  Cross Country 
 Report Evening Jnr/Snr 4 pm ï 7 pm 
17 May  Rock quest Heats 
21 May  Careers Expo Am-Juniors Pm ïseniors 
 Careers Parent Night 4-7 pm Town Hall 
24 May  Rock quest finals 
26 May ï 30 May Senior Practical Exams 
30 May  Nga Manu Korero competition ï  
 Invercargill 
2 June  Queenôs Birthday Holiday 
4 June  Choral Federation Competition 

FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITY 
 

Toilet paper is available for sale. 
 

$23 per pack  
($7 of this is profit for the seller) 

 
Order forms from the student office. 

 
Queries to Liz Haddow ï 455 7212 

INTER-SECONDARY SCHOOLS EQUESTRIAN EVENT 
The Otago-Southland Inter-Secondary Schools Equestrian Event was hosted by the 
combined Taieri District Pony Clubs on 29

th
 March 2008. 

Queenôs fielded a team of nine riders and their ponies, as well as team mascot Diesel (a 
miniature horse, suitably highlighted in blue with a red tie). Abi Ashton gained first and 
second ribbons for the two jumping events she entered. Aleisha Blackley won a second 
ribbon for the junior dressage and Jordan Lloyd a fourth for the senior dressage. The team 
also included Nicole Ramsay (vice-captain), Erica OôNeil, Samantha De Graaf, Koriana 
Osbourne, April Magrath and Heather McDonald. All riders and their mounts looked smart 
and performed well. Team Captain, Jessica Dick, although not competing on the day, was 

 present and smoothly organised and encouraged all our riders. Many 
thanks to the wonderful parents, who transported ponies and horses, gave 
their time and help on the day and performed the many jobs associated 
with turning out horses and riders looking their best. Mums are among our 
best ñplaitersò ï tail-plaiting in particular ï and Dads respond willingly to the 
call ñhey Dadò!! 

 

Above: Aleisha Blackley with Irish Monarh and Sam de Graaf on Cindy. 
Left:  QHS Equestrian team (minus Koriana and Goldie who were about to begin their jumping, 
mascot Diesel and some of our Year 13 helpers. 

 

SENIOR PRODUCTION 
ñWe all have harnesses, and most of us survive somehow.ò Wednesday 
to Come by Renée, was about a family tackling tough times together 
during the 1930ôs depression, when they lose their dearly loved husband, 
brother and father.  This play was a once in a lifetime experience for us.  
We all thoroughly enjoyed it and are very grateful for all the time and 
effort Ms MacTavish put into it.  We would like to thank everyone who 
helped, as it is very greatly appreciated! The production was 
exceptionally successful and we are very respectful of our characters, as 
they became part of us and we became part of them.  We can only hope 
we did them justice. 
YEAR 13 DRAMA 2008 
Written by Amy Warhurst, Corrina Beel & Michelle Rombouts 
 

Kingôs and Queenôs Musical 
 

Les Miserables 
 

18, 19, 20, 22 June 
Performing Arts Centre 

KIWI SPORT LEADERSHIP AT ST CLAIR SCHOOL 

Year 11 PE has just completed sports coaching with Year 3 and 4 children at St Clair 
School as part of our Kiwi Sport Leadership programme. We worked in pairs 
coaching a variety of sports (touch rugby, netball, miniball, hockey, and athletics) 
over 5 sessions. The weather was fantastic for all of the sessions. It was a challenge 
and lots of fun learning to coach and manage energetic 8 year olds! Thanks to St 
Clair School for supporting this annual event. 


