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 Kia ora 
 

   Educational experiences both inside and outside the classroom have contributed to 
the girls‘ learning during Term 3. Ski trips, cemetery visits, science fairs and sporting 
tournaments all feature in this issue of Queen‘s News.  The three NCEA Physical 
Education classes have each had trips away to ski and snow board and our senior 
Hockey, Netball and Soccer teams all competed in secondary school competitions 
during tournament week. 
   The synchronised swimming competition and the hydro slide team event were the 
highlights of the house events at the swimming sports. The enthusiasm with which the 
girls engaged with the fun activities and the energy of the competitive swimmers 
(many competed in over five races) ensured an exhausting but satisfying morning and 
a quiet afternoon back at school!  Pool staff commented favourably on the number of 

 girls who participated and the way they behaved. 
   Our students catered for the Class Act Awards and received accolades from the Prime Minister, along with 
Cazna Savell and Philippa Mackay, our Class Act recipients, for their contribution to the occasion. 
   Recently movie nights have been organised by the Health Committee in support of Fair Trade, and the 
Interact Club to provide Christmas gifts for third world children. Five of our students were also 
acknowledged by World Vision for their outstanding individual contribution to the 40 Hour Famine 
fundraising. The development of a social conscience and the importance of considering how students can 
help those in less fortunate situations is part of the culture at Queen‘s. 
   
 I wish all the girls a relaxing break and hope they return refreshed and prepared for term 4 and the final 
examinations. 

 Julie Anderson 
Principal 

CLASS ACT 2008 
 

   Philippa Mackay and Cazna Savell are our 2008 Class Act Award 
recipients. They received their awards from the Prime Minister at a ceremony 
at the Art Gallery on Thursday 11th September.  Philippa is our Student 
Council leader and has a strong academic background in English and History. 
She is an outstanding sportswoman being an Otago Track and Field and 
Netball representative.  She is presently the South Island Secondary School 
pole vault champion.  Cazna is our Deputy Head Girl, co-president of the 
Interact Club, a year 10 mentor and a high achieving, academic student.  

Both young women show a strong 
sense of responsibility towards others and have enriched the life of the girls at 
Queen‘s. 
   Our Food Technology students prepared and served the afternoon tea for 
the recipients and their guests under the guidance of Mrs Oben and Mrs 
Robertson.  There were many comments about the outstanding quality of the 
food and the way the girls presented and served at the function. 
   Cazna and Philippa appeared in the ODT talking to Helen Clark, and the 

catering students also had the opportunity to be photographed with the Prime 
Minister. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: Lisa Craig – Year 11 
who has won a prestigious ballet scholarship to Melbourne to attend The Ballet School for 2009 



Year 10 History Trip to the Southern Cemetery 
 
On Friday 29th August 21 budding historians were unleashed on the 

Southern Cemetery. Here they embarked on a search for information that will 
ultimately be processed into wall charts and a study of an important Dunedin 
personality. 

The girls had three tasks to complete at the Cemetery. The first one was to 
find a headstone that they were interested in and take down the details from it 
– this will form the basis of their personality study. Dr Terry Hearn, a local 
historian and a member of the Historic Cemetery Trust, spoke to the girls about 
some of the more renowned headstones and people buried there, for example John Branigan, one of Otago‘s first 
policemen and Janet Williamson, one of Otago‘s earliest military nurses. 

The second task was a more general one: the finding of information concerning people‘s nationalities, any 
evidence of epidemics or war, the oldest and newest headstone and indications of wealth. This information will be 
processed into an overview of the people buried in the cemetery and used to come up with some generalisations 
about what they were like and the lives that they lived. 

The final task was group work where small groups 
of students went to different parts of the cemetery to 
find out specific information, for example one group 
looked at family plots, another at the superlatives 
and epitaphs that were used on markers. This will 
be turned into a wall chart and a brief presentation 
to the class.  Again the groups will come up with 
generalizations of their findings and suggest 
reasons for these. 
The trip was very successful with exemplary 
behavior and respect shown by the girls. 

Year 12 snowboarding  
25 inexperienced snowboarders anxiously departed Queen‘s High School 
at 4.00 pm on the 15th of September.  The bus was filled with anticipation, 
lollies and chatter as we made our way to the Otago Ski Lodge on Coronet 
Peak. 
Day 1 – we were greeted by fresh powder and ―the best conditions of the 
season.‖  At 10 am some of us began to wonder if we‘d ever get to the 
bottom of the magic carpet…  Crash free. 
Day 2 – Again we started the day bright and early with…  Lessons!  
Snowboarding is a relatively ―new‖ sport, meaning the instructors were 
relatively young…  Lessons were fun.  By the end of day 2, not only could 
we hoon, safely, down the magic carpet, many of us had graduated to 
other parts of the mountain…  and yes this inevitably involved the 

EXPERIENCE of getting off a chairlift. 
Day 3 – We were alive, every muscle in our body told us that, 
but soon we weren‘t listening.  Another lesson meant some 
could do Ollies, 180‘s, 360‘s, land jumps and, most 
importantly, turn!  Armed with our newfound skills we tackled 
some challenging terrain. 
Day 4 – The final day had arrived (too quickly!)  In the morning 
our snowboarding skills were assessed, and the pass rate 
was huge.  We then took advantage of the perfect conditions 
and put everything we‘d learnt into practice… until it was time 
to go… or so we thought.  Our snowboarding trip ended 
dramatically as we finally arrived home at 1.00 am, after 
several hours of suspense while the bus had been refusing to 
move forwards.  Some people thought snowboarding was the 
―best school trip ever,‖ others thought it was ―wicked‖ and 
―fun‖. However, we can definitely all agree that, like previous 
school snowboarding trips, this one had been a big success. 

Emily B 

HOMEWORK CENTRE   
Starting in term four, there will be a homework centre in the library every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday after 
school from 3 pm to 4 pm.  Students from all year levels are welcome.  Staff and senior students will be in attendance 
to help.  Please encourage your daughters to make use of this facility.  



   FREE COLOUR FOR WINTER! 
 

 Receive 10 FREE colour foils 
 

 with any student haircut with 
 one of our talented stylists 

 
 (Please present advertisement on 

  appointment) 

 
 240 Forbury Road, St Clair   

 Telephone 455 7882 

CONGRATULATIONS TO - 
  

Elise Mamanu-Gray and Lauren Wilson who were both selected in the Otago under 18 Soccer team. 
Rhea Brisbane and Samara Kelly-Willcock who were both selected in the Otago under 14 Soccer team. 
 
Otago Gymnastic representatives - Artistic—Sarah Hughes 
 Rhythmical—Kassidy Wytenburg, Fenella McGrannachan, Tara Bonsor 

SWIMMING CHAMPIONS 2008 
Junior Champion: Gemma Baldock 
Senior Champion: Miriama Aoake 

Hockey Tournament  
This year the 1st XI travelled to Timaru for Tournament week.  We took a 
dedicated team of fifteen, coached by Miss Earland and supported by Ms 
Browne and Ms Richards.  Our placing in the draw meant some pretty early 
games, but even with a few 6 am wake up calls we all arrived at the turf 
organised and ready to play.   
Some of the highlights were the frozen yoghurt stops, playing paintball and 
winning our last game against Menzies College 7-2. 
We all had a great time and would like to say a big thank you to everyone who 
came to watch and to our teachers for cooking, doing our washing and showing 
us the sights of Timaru! 

Netball 
The Queen‘s Senior A Netball team recently competed in the South Island 
Secondary Schools Netball Tournament.  It was held in Dunedin this year with a 
total of 76 teams from around the South Island competing.  Queen‘s competed in 
the A grade section of the tournament and ended up one place better than 
2007.  Some great games were played over the four days with the final game 
being a prime example of the week.  It was goal for goal throughout most of the 
game, with the opposition scoring just before the final whistle to win by one.  
 

Queen‘s teams achieved some great results this year in the Dunedin Netball Competition.  
The following teams were overall grade winners;  Senior 11‘s, Snaccs, Intermediate B, 
Junior B and Junior C teams.  Round One section winners were the Senior Angelz, Senior 
13‘s and the Intermediate Green teams.  All players in these teams will be presented with 
certificates in our full school assembly at the end of term. 

Soccer tournament 
Queen‘s  1st X1 soccer team attended the South Island Secondary 
Schoolgirls‘ soccer tournament in Balclutha during tournament week.  It 
was a very enjoyable and successful four days with three wins, one draw 
and just one loss, finishing in 9th place or first in the second division.  Two 
of the wins were by penalty shoot-out where goal keeper, Sara Leask, 
contributed with some valuable ―saves‖ and the other players overcame 
their nerves to score goals.  All team members put in a great effort and the 
most valuable player award went to Elise Mamanu-Gray. 



DATES AND DEADLINES 

26 September Full school assembly  

 End of Term 3 

13 October Term 4 commencesðall students 

14 October Year 13 Biology at University of Otago 

17 October Winter sports photos 

23 October Level 1 Art—Stick down day 

27 October Labour Day Holiday—school closed 

30 October Level 2 Art—Stick down day 

31 October Senior reports posted home 

4 November Blues Night—Sport and Cultural Evening 

12 November Year 9 Parents Option Night 

13 November Last day for Senior students 

14 November Senior Prize-giving—Performing Arts Centre 

17 November NCEA exams commence 

Science fair 
During terms 2 and 3 two of our year 9 and 10 classes applied their science 
investigation skills and worked on individual projects. This work involved the 
concept of ‗fair tests‘ in an experiment, or focused on technology and the 
development of a new product or appliance. 

Most of the students who took part in this would say that coming up with a 
good idea is often the hardest part. Much brainstorming was done early in the 
sessions. Meeting time deadlines can also be challenging when there is 
considerable testing of subjects to be undertaken. 

From these class projects a number were selected to be entered in the 
Aurora Science and Technology Fair. 

These students had to prepare project boards that demonstrated the process and end results of their project. Another 
part of the judging process was for students to take part in an interview. Our students enjoyed this process and 

obviously performed well. 

Rosa Sangster in year 10 won a prize for her project ‗Taking the magic out of 
Fairy Rings‘, while in year 9 Gemma Baldock and Sarah White were awarded 
prizes for their projects. Gemma researched energy efficient light bulbs 
focusing on behaviour, attitudes and facilities in terms of disposal of used 
bulbs, while Sarah compared toothpaste brands in terms of their cost in 
relation to their effectiveness. 

Science Fair is an opportunity open to all interested and motivated students. 
A word of advice:  keep your eyes, ears and minds open from now and start 
listing your ideas for next year. 

New Maori resources for the Library 
Thanks to a generous donation from the Caversham Trust recently, we are now able to spend around $2000 on new 

Maori fiction and non-fiction books for our Library.  The non-fiction books will cover a range of Maori topics, (such as 

dictionaries and reference works, myths and legends, history, art, performance art, and culture) and will be useful for 

students in a wide range of subjects.  The fiction books will add to our existing collection of New Zealand literature, 

supporting students‘ wide reading for NCEA and giving them more works by Maori authors to choose from.   As well 

as providing a huge boost to the Library collections, this grant is very timely because September is New Zealand Book 

Month.  We will now have a great range of brand new New Zealand books for our students and staff to enjoy.  The 

generosity of the Caversham Trust in investing in our students‘ futures in this way is much appreciated. 

QUEENôS NEWS ISSUE 7 
see photos of our Kapa Haka and Pacific Island groups performing at the Polyfest 

Year 11 and 12 SELL programme article and photos 

40 HOUR FAMINE STAR AWARDS 
 

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  g i r l s  w e r e 
awarded  Cambodian bands by World 
Vision for their outstanding contribution 
to fundraising for the 40 Hour Famine 
 
Holly Peacock – raised $140 
Maya Turner – raised $80 
Hannah Carey - raised $70 
 
Cazna Savell and Holly Peacock 
organised the slave auction that raised 
$148 
 
Also well done to Nikita Palmer and 
Amanda Mackay who each raised $65 

QUEENôS CANTEEN:  Enclosed with this newsletter is a copy of the canteen menu.   
There has been a slight increase in some prices due to ingredient price increases and this has been kept to a 
minimum.  Our canteen staff aim to make food that is varied, interesting and healthy, catering to the needs of all 
students.  They are very thankful of your ongoing support. 


