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Kia ora and Greetings 
Heading towards the end of the first term, the vibrancy and diversity of the students has 
been evident in the range of activities and extra practices that have filled the gym, hall, 
whare and movement room over the last few weeks. Stage Challenge practices, aerobics, 
Kapa Haka, Pacific Island Culture group and summer sports teams have all been busy 
after school and at the weekend. Rehearsals for this yearôs musical ñGodspellò are also 
underway and the senior drama production of ñChildren of the Poorò was presented on 
Tuesday and Wednesday this week. The professionalism of the acting, the singing, the  
symbolism and the commitment of the students made for an engaging and thought 
provoking show. 

 
This Queenôs News celebrates the outstanding successes in Summer Sport, in Rowing, Futsal, Orienteering 
and Athletics. Our senior Physical Education students have also shared their coaching talents in working 
with the children at St Clair School. The girls very much enjoy this unit of work and get wonderful positive 
feedback from the youngsters they work with. 
 
Biology, Geography and Tourism field trips have engaged the students outside the classroom this term and 
we are pleased to see the motivation these trips bring to the studentsô learning. 
 
The interim reports have gone out at the end of this term and we hope you find the comments informative. 
We look forward to meeting with you and your daughter to discuss her progress early next term. I hope we 
can all still find some autumnal sun and that you enjoy the holiday with the girls. 

Julie Anderson 
Principal 

Rowing 08 -09 
Well, the rowing season is sadly over this month. But 
woah has it been a great one! Early morning madness 
took over our girls Loren Matthewson, Katie Davidson, 
Hannah Collins & Calypso Goldsmith, to be able to 
competitive against other schools. We finally acquired a 
cox (Hannah) who started off reluctant and pushed into 
it, but ended up having the time of her life and more 
than willing to spend another fun-filled season with the 
girls. Near the end of the season we competed at the 
South Island Secondary Schools in Twizel and had an 
oarsome time. Highlights of this past season would 
have to be ébefriending the local sea lion (Dirty Harry), 
the beautiful sunrises over the harbour, Indian calling 
after wonderful wins, the muffins, Anneôs brownies, 
Lynnôs cheering, breaking Hannahôs toe and the new single óSergioô.  It was a great season! 

QHS HEALTH COMMITTEE 
The Health Committee has had two meetings this term, and are well underway with organising 
events for the rest of the year.  Youth Week will be celebrated later in Term 2. 
 
The Fuelled 4 Schools application was successful and focused on offering opportunities for students 
to enjoy physical activity at lunchtimes.  Students will be surveyed early in Term 2 to get their ideas 
before the plan is finalised.  



QHS Equestrian Team  
 
The QHS Equestrian Team competed on Saturday 

28th March at the Taieri Showgrounds. The members 

of the team were: Abby Ashton (Captain), Catriona 

Coverson, Jordan Lloyd, Erica OôNeill, Sam Scott, 

April Magrath, Chantelle Worthy, Koriana Osborne, 

Aleisha Blackley, Mercedes Crowley as Riders and 

Grace Fleury, Maegan Koedyk, Kama Shaw as 

Grooms. The girls looked great in the QHS colours. 

Futsall  
Our two futsal teams competed in the Otago Secondary 

Schools Futsall Championship competition in March, with the 

Year 10 Futsall team, coached by Mr Daiji Katoaka, coming 

second in the competition. The team of Jo Harwood, Tessa 

Milne, Samara Kelly-Willcock, Amy Wu, Anna Symons, Victoria 

de Filippi and Ellen Wilson are training hard for the next compe-

tition which will be held during Queenôs Birthday Weekend. 

Parent Teacher Student Evening & Stage Challenge  
 
With so many students and a number of staff involved in óStage Challengeô on May 5th, we have decided to 
move the Report Evening to Thursday May 7th. óStage Challengeô is expected to be a very late evening with 
twelve schools performing on one night. Students in Stage Challenge will be able to have Period 1 ñoffò on 
Wednesday May 6th and we expect all girls to be at school for the beginning of Period 2, on Wednesday May 6th. 
 
The Report Evening is structured so that the teachers of your daughter will talk with you and your daughter 
about her progress, any concerns and how she can continue to learn effectively and make excellent progress. 
Students will be given an A5 sheet in the first week of Term 2 and they will ask their teachers to book an 
interview time for you. Interviews are about five minutes but it is a good idea to have a space of five minutes (or 
more) between interviews to enable you to get to the teachers easily. 
 
We plan to hold all the interviews in the hall. You are encouraged to bring your daughter with you to the 

interviews. Interviews begin at 4pm and finish at 8 pm. It is helpful for your daughter to know the best óstartô time 

for your interviews and if you are not available after a certain time. We look forward to seeing you at the 

interviews and discussing your daughterôs progress. 

Recent Athletics ðCongratulations  
 
The Otago Southland Secondary School Athletics championships were held in wet and windy conditions in 
Dunedin. Despite the weather our team performed well.  The standout performers were  Lauren Wilson  
winning both the senior 100m and 200m sprints and Nicole Bradley who was placed first in her 3 field events. 
Eliza Pickard in year 9 ran well to be placed third in the U14 100m sprint, while Danielle De Caigney U14  was 
4th in  both the 800m and 1500m. 
Better weather made for a more pleasant event at the South Island Secondary School Athletics championships 

held in Invercargill on the 4th and 5th of April. Lauren Wilson again had impressive performances and gained 

first place in both the 100 and 200m senior girls sprints. Nicole Bradley was placed 2nd in hammer, 3rd in discus 

and 4th in shotput in the senior girls events.  Danielle De Caigney ran well in the longer distance running events 

to be placed 3rd in the U14 1500m and 5th in the 800m. We would like to thank Liz Wilson for her support and 

encouragement and her willingness to manage the QHS team at the South Island event. 



Dance workshops  
As part of the Dunedin Fringe Festival the Senior Dance Class attended a couple of workshops. One of 
these was a hip-hop workshop with the Seek Dance Crew from Wellington. Being held at the Dunedin Art 
Gallery we got into the hip-hop groove and were taught a sequence of moves adding in our own style. The 
Seek Dance Crew also performed a free concert in the lunch hour to the Queenôs and Kingôs students and 
held a workshop at school with the Year 10 Dance Class. 
 
The other workshop we attended was a choreographing workshop again held at the Dunedin Art Gallery. 
This workshop was run by a contemporary dance company called Pointy Dog, an Auckland based 
company. Pointy Dog is a company where the students choreograph some of their own dance pieces. At 
this workshop they taught us one of many methods to choreograph our own work. The method included 
looking at a couple of pictures, deciding how they relate by a common theme and producing a few 
movements summing up what the theme explains. It was a different method to those the Senior Dance 
Class normally experience and hopefully we will use it again when we start choreographing next term. 

Physical & Outdoor Education Module  
The Physical and Outdoor Education Senior Module is a year 11-13 half 
year NCEA course that is assessed by unit standards. We have had an 
action packed term participating in lots of outdoor activities. 
The term started with snorkelling at St Clair and Moana pools followed 
by an open water snorkel at Aramoana mole. The weather was fantastic 
and we got to snorkel through seaweed and see lots of sealife including 
a huge blue starfish. 
After snorkelling we did a Discover SCUBA  course at Dive Otago, 
which involved learning to use the SCUBA gear to breathe underwater 

at the bottom of the pool. 
Our most recent units are Camping/Tramping and Adventure Based 

Learning Activities. The units focused on learning to survive in the outdoors 

and team building in preparation for staying overnight  in tents at Whare 

Flat. After pitching our tents, lighting a campfire and cooking tea, we did 

team- building and problem solving activities, including a blindfold co-

operative learning task, confidence course, wall climb, nightline, and visit to 

the glow worms. The next day we did the Racemanôs Track tramp and had 

lunch at the top weir, where there was an awesome waterfall. 

Aunt Mori Pickeringôs 100
th

 Birthday  
We were privileged and honoured that our 

Kapa Haka group, Te Kimi Matauranga, was 

invited to perform at Aunt Moriôs 100th 

birthday celebrations held last weekend at 

the Otakau Marae. Te Kimi has about twenty 

members and the girls have put a huge effort 

in time and commitment to ensure that their 

performance in Term One was to the 

standard expected.  

They were tutored by Angelina Wilson and Marcia Cassidy 

with Chris Rerekura playing guitar. Their performance was 

strong, and included a waiata medley and a short poi. A huge 

thank you to their tutors for the time they give.  

Above:  Te Kimi Matauranga performing a poi 

Right:  Aunt Mori and her daughter Talei (ex QHS)   


