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Kia ora and Greetings 
 

   Our final Queenôs News for the year is full of Year 10 Camps, scholarships for 
international travel and the ñHands on Scienceò summer programme at the University, as 
well as the outstanding achievements of our Dux and Proxime Accessit for 2009. 
   We enjoyed celebrating the academic achievements of our Year 9 and 10 students at our 
Junior Prize giving in the Performing Arts Centre on Thursday.  It was wonderful to see so 
many girls gaining academic awards which are an acknowledgement of their hard work and 
ability as well as the support of their teachers. 

   This final issue is being sent to our new Year 9 students for 2010. We wish to welcome them and their 
parents and caregivers to Queenôs and share with them some of the activities the girls have to look forward 
to over the next few years. We hope new parents are able to join with us and the girls at the Bar-B-Que on 
Thursday February 4th at 12.30pm. 
   We are especially proud of Ayesha Verma, Nadia Burra, Sarah White and Calypso Goldsmith who have 
won prestigious scholarships to go to Otara, our sister city in Japan in February. We encourage students to 
take advantage of any opportunities to experience the culture and language they are studying at first hand, 
knowing the benefits this has to their learning. 
   I would like to thank you for your commitment to the students and their learning at Queenôs over 2009. We 
hope the girls have enjoyed the year and we look forward to working with them next year. 
 

Have a wonderful holiday period, keep safe and enjoy a Merry Christmas with families and friends. 

Julie Anderson 
Principal 

JAPANESE SISTER-CITY VISIT 
Four Queenôs High School students have been selected to visit Dunedinôs sister-city in Japan next February.  
Calypso Goldsmith, Year 11, Sarah White, Year 10, Ayesha Verma and Nadia Burra, both Year 9 will be part 
of a Dunedin high schoolsô delegation to Otaru, Dunedinôs sister-city.  The trip will see the four staying in 
Otaru which is situated on the northern most island of Hokkaido and, in February, will be under many 
centimetres of snow! They will attend the Otaru winter festival and the world-famous Sapporo Snow Festival. 
Sapporo is about 40 minutes from Otaru by train. They will also have some time in Tokyo to shop and 
sightsee. 
Our Japanese teacher is happy to accept the girlsô absence from class for about two weeks because they will 

return with much to share with their classmates in Japanese. 

Top Academic Awards 
Congratulations to Anne Gordon, Dux of Queenôs High School in 2009 
and Amber Hosking who is Proxime Accessit.  Both young women 
have achieved at a very high level in all their subjects as well as 
leading and contributing in many ways to school life.   
Anne received as part of the Dux award, Scholarships for the 
University of Canterbury and Otago.  She has already been awarded 
an Emerging Leaders Scholarship for Canterbury.   
Amber who will be on an Exchange Scholarship to Germany in 2010 
has been awarded a Russell McVeagh Law Scholarship. 



Students and staff had an enjoyable and challenging time on the Year 10 camps held last week.  The students based at 
Mesopotamia Station were challenged with the high ropes course, and enjoyed rafting, kayaking and abseiling as well as 
seeing some stunning country and developing their guitar playing and singing techniques.  The Waihola camp highlight 
was the white water rafting down the Taieri River. The students also participated in raft making, a confidence course, 
abseiling, orienteering and coping with an army ration pack as their food for one day.  The Naseby camp focused on 
mountain-biking with Mr MacDonald helping all the girls to develop their technical biking skills.  As well, they enjoyed 
swimming at Alexandra, riding part of the rail train and riding in the rain and coping with mud!  The fourth camp based at 
Deborah Bay had horse-riding as it focus.  The girls rode every day as well as enjoying beach activities and visiting the 
Orokonui Eco-Sanctuary.  Camp five was based at Sidey Lodge, Waikouaiti and the girls enjoyed a variety of water-
based activities including a day on a catamaran with Karitane Charters, bodyboarding and surfing. 



Year 9 drama students develop their acting 
skills and increase their confidence, as well as 
enjoying dressing up in costumes, as seen here 
as young brides! 

FAIR TRADE CELEBRATION 
TǾrea Scott-Fyfe and Ellen Wilson, both in Year 9 represented 
Queenôs at the Dunedin Fair Trade celebration earlier this week. 
The Dunedin Fair Trade Association of Australia and New 
Zealand presented the award to the city and TǾrea and Ellen 
accepted, along with the Mayor and University representative, on 
behalf of the city and in recognition that Queenôs is a Fair Trade 
School. 

FUTSAL ï Year 9 and Year 10 team success 
 
Members ï Rhea Brisbane, Jo Harwood, Samara Kelly-Willcocks, Amy Wu, Victoria de Filipi, Anna Symonds, Tessa 

Milne, Maya Turner 
Our Futsal teams have achieved success this year against OGHS and St Hildaôs, although Logan Park is still a chal-
lenge.  We have wonderful support from our parents and we are looking forward to 2010.  They drew with Logan 
Park in the final and were placed second in the Otago competition, and second in the national competition. 

DENTAL HEALTH 
All our Year 9 students have had a presentation from Sharleen 
Szavay, the dental health educator, during 2009.  She stressed 
the importance of all students being enrolled at a 
dental clinic to ensure that they receive the free 
dental health care available until they turn 18. 
If you need further information Sharleen can be 
contacted on 0800 825 583. 

VISUAL ARTS EXHIBITION 
 
In late November we held a combined Queenôs and Kingôs Visual 
Arts Exhibition in the Performing Arts Centre.  Folios from Year 11 
and 12 students were on display as well as drawings, woodcuts, 
sculpture, design work, photography and paintings. 
The exhibition was a wonderful opportunity for parents and our 
community to view the very high quality work created and produced 
by our students. 

Sergio Salis ex Chair of our Board of Trustees and 
dedicated coach to our rowing crews for many years, 
christened our new Kirs double recently,  óSergeô. A 
wonderful name, which we hope will help our crews to 
great success this season. 
 

óYOUNG STARSô MERIT AWARD 

Congratulations to Emma Taylor, Year 13 who won the merit award for young stars! 
The award acknowledges her contributions to Queenôs through her leadership, energy and involvement 
which included being on the health committee, involved with Youth Week, Relay for Life and mentoring 
a junior student as well as coaching squash. 
 

Hands on Summer Science at Otago University 
 

This is a popular and highly sought after course held in 

January at the University of Otago. This year we are 

delighted to have 6 students selected to attend.  We are 

very appreciative of the financial sponsorship which 

covers the cost of this exciting event. In Year 12 Hannah 

Davidson has been sponsored by Dunedin South Rotary, 

while St Kilda Rotary sponsored both Lauren Wilson and 

Lisa Young. Maya Turner from Year 10 received a Maori 

student scholarship, Marianna Faôavae in Year 11 

received a Pacific Island student Scholarship and Missy 

Hosking, Year 11 is sponsored by Invermay Agresearch. 

We wish all these students well and are sure that they 

will gain a tremendous amount from this experience.  



School uniform -  second hand 
sales and purchases 

We would appreciate receiving clean and tidy 

school uniforms no longer required by 

students after they have completed their 

NCEA examinations, or are leaving.  These 

can be sold on your behalf at the schoolôs 

Uniform shop (which is managed by the 

Queenôs PSTA), with a 20%commission to the 

school, for PSTA fundraising projects.   

 

The Uniform shop will be open, Friday 22nd 

January  and Friday 29th January, 11-1. 

Dates and Deadlines 
 
20 Jan School office open 
22 Jan PSTA uniform shop open 11-1 pm 
26-27 Jan Course confirmation 9.30ð3 pm, senior students 
29 Jan PSTA uniform shop open 11-1 pm 
 
1 Feb Teacher only Day 
2 Feb Term 1 begins for: 
 Year 13ð9am 
 Year 12ð10am Buses will run as normal 
 Year 11ð11 am 
 Year 10ð1-3 pm 
3-4 Feb Parents of Year 9 students in 2010 are invited to attend the mihi 

whakatau at 9 am 
 Year 9ð9 am with Year 13 associates 
 No school for years 10-13 
4 Feb Year 9 and parents BBQ, 12 for 12.30 Year 9 associates 
5 Feb Full school operating, 8.40 am 1st bell 
9 Feb PSTA Meeting - 7 pm in the staffroom 
16 Feb Athletic Sports (Caledonian Stadium) 
2 March  Athletics postponement Day 
22 March Anniversary Day holiday 
1 April Interim Reports posted 
 End of Term 1 

We wish you all a safe and festive holiday 

HOMESTAY ACCOMMODATION 
 

It is possible I will be looking for homestay 
accommodation for several out of town 
kiwi and international students for 2010. 
 
If you think you would enjoy this 
opportunity, please contact: 
 
Karen Smith - QHS 455 7212 


