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About Queen’s High School
The mission of Queen’s High School is to challenge young women to pursue
personal excellence through a diverse range of academic, sporting, cultural and
service pursuits. We aim to ignite passion for learning, in an inclusive environment
that allows every young woman to flourish, empowering them for life.
Queen’s High School was
established in 1955. It is a state,
single-sex, girls’ secondary school
situated in St Clair, Dunedin.
Queen’s High School offers a
broadly balanced curriculum and
excellent academic standard.
There is a rich cultural and
sporting life in a disciplined and
caring environment.
We are proud of our academic
record and our school culture
which challenges young
women to strive for personal
excellence in everything they
do. We are proud of our Gifted
and Talented programme, our
Positive Behaviour for Learning
environment, our Careers
Education, the progressive
Information and Communication
Technology utilised in our
classrooms, our extensive
Outdoor Education opportunities,
our nationally awarded Dance
and Drama performance
programmes, and the wide array
of sporting, cultural and service
opportunities that we provide
to our students. Every young
woman at Queen’s High School
is encouraged to get involved
and give their very best. The
school’s inclusive and supportive
environment allows students
to step outside of their comfort
zones, build confidence and
excel in their education.
Queen’s High School has a
student roll of approximately

400. The catchment area is very
diverse and the backgrounds of
students range from those who
are very much urban students to
those who live rurally or in smaller
towns. Students reflect a range
of socio-economic backgrounds
and experiences.
Most of the students are of
European descent (70%), around
20% identify as Mãori and 8%
identify as Pacific Islanders. We
have a number of fee paying
overseas students, mainly from
European and Asian countries.
In Learning Support we have
students who meet the High and
Medium On-going Resource
Scheme (ORS) funding. These

students are mainstreamed as
a first choice and taught within
Learning Support department
groups as appropriate.
Queen’s is a future-focused
school which has never rested
on its laurels or its traditions
and is known as a school at the
forefront of educational thinking.
We are always looking for ways
to enhance achievement and
implement innovation giving our
students every opportunity
for success.
Location: St Clair, Dunedin
Roll: 400 approximately

Our values and beliefs
We believe that sound

Manaakitanga lies at
the heart of our school

management gives freedom to

This means that the

7. Management and Equality

think and learn. Students will be
encouraged to value equality
through fairness and social
justice.
8. Healthy Environment
We believe that physical and
emotional comfort and the safety
of students and staff at school
are paramount.
9. Ecological Sustainability
We encourage staff and
students to be aware of
1. Single-sex Education

4. Achieving Learner Potential

the consequences of their

We value the opportunities

We believe in the capacity of

interactions with the environment

single-sex education provides

Queen’s to lift students’ sights

and to develop practices that

for girls to flourish.

and achievement; to let them

support ecological sustainability.

understand and grasp the
2. Celebration of Diversity

opportunities for independent

10. Citizenship and Service

We affirm diversity and value

learning and personal growth

We foster co-operation with, and

differences. The cultural mix of

across multiple dimensions.

service to, the school community
promoting a sense of belonging

our students and the inclusion

and a caring attitude.

of students with special needs

5. Innovation and Improvement

provide opportunities to learn

We believe that change,

about each other in a supportive

challenge and risk-taking are vital

11. Life beyond School

and positive way.

to continual improvement and

We believe that readiness for

prepare us to take advantage of

tertiary study or employment is

3. Respect and Integrity

opportunities. Students will be

vital and we offer comprehensive

We expect staff and students to

encouraged to value innovation,

career and option advice to

act ethically and to show respect

inquiry and curiosity.

support this.

for others, their property, the
school’s reputation and facilities.

6. Teacher Expertise

Students will be encouraged

We offer outstanding teachers,

to value honesty, personal

whose expertise is called upon

responsibility and accountability.

nationally; who are committed
to innovation, high levels of
competence in curriculum
delivery and the highest levels of
student achievement.

students are cared for
as individuals and that
our teachers build strong
supportive, learning
relationships with the girls.
The Queen’s Way:
Respect for People, Place
and Learning forms the
basis of our classroom and
community interactions.

Why choose single sex
education for your daughter?
education of girls, leading to
many social, emotional and
health benefits, including higher
rates of participation in sport
and a much lower risk of being
bullied at school. At a singlesex school, girls are free to be
who they want to be, both in the
classroom and outside.

In a learning environment
dedicated to girls and without
competition and social pressure
from boys, girls are free to pursue
academic excellence in any area
they choose. Research confirms
that there are “positive effects of
single-sex schooling” in relation
to numeracy and literacy testing
and tertiary entrance scores.
In addition, research shows
that girls benefit from singlesex environments where there
are no expectations that they
should fulfil traditional gender
stereotypes in the subjects
they study, the activities they
participate in or the careers they
pursue. Girls attending girls’
schools are more confident
and assertive in single-sex
environments. Research
demonstrates that girls feel
empowered to behave in more
competitive ways without the
presence of boys. Girls in girls’
schools are free to pursue
academic excellence in any
area they choose, including in

the ‘gender atypical’ areas of
science, technology, engineering
and maths (STEM). Statistics
show that girls from girls’
schools are more likely to study
STEM at school and pursue
university studies and careers in
STEM fields.
Girls’ schools in New Zealand,
and also in Australia, the UK,
the US and Asia, consistently
‘punch well above their weight’
when it comes to academic
excellence. However, just as
importantly, girls in girls’ schools
have access to all leadership
positions, every position
on school sporting teams,
every role in school drama
productions and musicals, and
every instrument in a school’s
bands and orchestras. Girls are
encouraged to participate, lead,
compete and take risks – all of
which are advantageous skills
for careers and leadership.
Girls’ schools also provide
nurturing environments
specifically catering to the

As a single-sex girls school
Queen’s High School values
the opportunities we can
provide for young women
to:
• Be confident in excelling
and celebrate talent and
success.
• Be prepared “to have 		
a go”, persevere despite
failure and continue to
strive.
• Become independent 		
learners.
• Participate without 		
hindrance in all learning
opportunities.
• Build positive self-esteem
and confidence as
young women.
• Feel secure in front of 		
their peers and to care
for each other.
• Develop holistically: 		
ethically, intellectually, 		
socially and emotionally
• Experience vocational
opportunities and 		
provide pathways in a
wide range of areas.

Excellence in Academia
At the very heart of Queen’s
High School is the focus on
empowering young women
to achieve academically. Our
broad and varied curriculum
allows students to learn and
experience success in a wide
variety of subjects. Every
young woman at Queen’s High
School is encouraged and
expected to strive for excellence
and to attain their academic
potential. Queen’s High School
is committed to instilling a love
of learning and maximising the
potential of every young woman.
Our Gifted & Talented
programme allows students in
all year levels to be accelerated
in their learning where areas

of strength are identified. All
students are encouraged to
expand their learning and
challenge themselves beyond
the classroom by participating in
local, national and international
English, Mathematics and
Science competitions as well as
other subject-specific learning
enrichment opportunities.
Young women at Queen’s
High School excel in NCEA
qualifications, where the
emphasis is on each student
striving for personal excellence.
We are particularly proud of the
number of students who are
awarded Merit and Excellence
level endorsements each year.
Senior Academic Mentoring

and Past Pupil Mentoring
programmes support students
to set academic goals, track and
monitor progress, and inspire
students to make connections
for future pathways.

Excellence in academic
achievement is acknowledged
formally in school publications
and at celebratory occasions
throughout the school year:
• Year level assemblies
• Full school assemblies
• Senior and Junior prize-giving
• Academic blues
• Young Scholar award
• Junior academic scholarships
• Queen’s News newsletter

Excellence in Sport
Sport plays an integral part in the
lives of young women at Queen’s
High School. All students are
encouraged to participate in
sporting activities and with over
thirty sports to choose from,
there is something for everyone.
Whether students are starting
out and want to get involved in
sport, learn new skills and meet
new people, or they are elite
athletes, Queen’s High School
has the knowledge, resources
and facilities to help young
women enjoy and succeed in
their chosen sports.

We also develop leadership
through sport at Queen’s, and
offer coaching and officiating
roles.
The Queen’s Athlete
Development Programme
(ADP), run in conjunction with
Otago Polytechnic Institute
of Sport, caters for Queen’s
sporting talent, by providing
a pathway that focuses on
developing all-round athletes
and excellence in sport. It
gives selected students the
opportunity to access new

learning opportunities in a
challenging and stimulating
environment, where they have
specialist guidance that will
build the knowledge necessary
to develop and excel as
athletes. ADP students develop
a holistic understanding of what
it takes to excel as athletes
in their sporting endeavours,
including sports nutrition,
specialist skill training, sports
psychology, building resilience
to deal with success and
failure, wellbeing, and sports
leadership.

Sports we offer:
• Athletics
• Aerobics
• Badminton
• Basketball
• Cross Country
• Cricket
• Cycling
• Equestrian

• Futsal
• Hockey
• Ice Hockey
• Karate
• Lawn Bowls
• Mountain Biking
• Netball

• Orienteering
• Road Running
• Rock Climbing
• Rowing
• Rugby
• Skiing
• Smallbore Shooting

• Soccer
• Softball
• Squash
• Swimming
• Tennis
• Touch Rugby
• Triathlon
• Volleyball

Excellence in Performance,
Culture and Service
Young women at Queen’s High
School have a wide variety
of performance, cultural and
service activities to choose
from. Students are encouraged
to share their talents and try
new activities to develop their
repertoire and experiences.
Participation in these helps build
the confident and empowered
young women that Queen’s High
School is so proud of.

Opportunities to participate in
performance and culture include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Art Exhibitions
Chamber Music Groups
Choir
Dance
Debating
‘Queens of the Pacific’ (Pasifika)
‘He Waka Kõtuia’ (Kapa Haka)
Vocarmony (Madrigals)
Jazz Band (with King’s High School)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Musical (with King’s High School)
Orchestra
Stage Challenge
Kapa Haka
Wearable Arts Festival
Public speaking and Debating
Drama

Opportunities to meet and give
service to others, and to be
challenged:
• Amnesty International
• Christian Group
• Cultural / Historical trips
(Nationally and Internationally)
• Environmental Group
• Exchanges with schools in
Japan, France and Germany
• Health Committee
• Young New Zealanders’
Challenge
• Book Group
• Robotics Club
• Interact
• Student Librarians
• Outward Bound
• Spirit of Adventure
• Students Against Dangerous
Driving (SADD)
• Student Council, Arts Council
& Sports Council
• Volunteer Group
• Makerspace

Excellence in Pastoral Care

Curriculum overview

Providing the perfect
environment for young women
to learn, grow and connect with
others and the world around
them is the priority for Queen’s
High School. This means
providing the right conditions
for optimum learning, but at
the same time making sure that
each individual feels secure,
welcome and ready to learn.

Queen’s High School offers
a rich and broad curriculum
from Year 9 to Year 13. Junior
students study subjects from

Learning to take responsibility for
her own progress and behaviour
is a focus for each student.
There are clear systems for
prompt monitoring of behaviour
and identifying need for
intervention. Quality teaching
and learning are provided and
a positive classroom learning
environment is fostered.

We expect consistent, firm
management in classrooms so
that teachers are able to provide
variety in their teaching activities
and students are free to achieve
to their potential.
An extensive pastoral curriculum
supports and monitors individual
learning and well-being at
Queen’s High School. This
includes form teachers, year
level coordinators and the senior
leadership team working with
the guidance counsellor, careers
advisor, gifted and talented
coordinator and learning support
coordinator to provide support
and pastoral care based on the
individual needs of each student.
Queen’s High School aims
to take excellent care of

its students and works in
partnership with the parents.
Providing continuity of support
from Year 9 through to Year 13
allows each young woman and
her parents to develop strong
relationships within the school
community.
Peer Support and Leadership
are important elements of
the pastoral care system at
Queen’s High School. Senior
students assist junior students
as peer associates, in house
groups, on the School Council,
through sports coaching, in
academic tutoring and in cultural
and service groups. This
role modelling supports the
junior students while providing
leadership experience for the
senior students.

all learning areas, to establish
a solid foundation for success
at the senior level. Students
can then continue with their

choices into the senior school or
follow more specialised courses
depending on their strengths,
interests and future goals.

Learning Area

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11

Year 12

Year 13

Open Entry

Arts

Art
Dance
Drama
Music

Visual Art
Dance
Drama
Music

Visual Art
Dance
Drama
Music

Visual Art
Painting
Photography
Dance
Drama
Music

Visual Art
Painting
Photography
Dance
Drama
Music

English

English

English

English

English

English

Humanities

Humanities/
Social Studies

Humanities

Economics
Geography
History

Economics
Geography
History
Tourism & Travel

Economics/
Business
Studies
Geography
History
Tourism & Travel

Languages

French
Te Reo Mãori

French
Te Reo Mãori

French
Te Reo Mãori
Spanish

French
Te Reo Mãori
Tikanga Mãori

French
Te Reo Mãori
Tikanga Mãori

Mathematics

Mathematics

Mathematics

Mathematics

Mathematics

Mathematics
Calculus
Statistics

Physical
Education
& Health

Physical
Education &
Health

Physical
Education &
Health

Physical
Education
Outdoor
Education

Physical
Education
Outdoor
Education

Physical
Education
Outdoor
Education

Sciences

Science

Science

Science

Biology
Chemistry
Physics

Biology
Chemistry
Physics

Animal Care and
Agriculture/
Horticulture
Gateway
Foundation Skills

Technology

Design & Visual
Communication
Digital
Technology
Fabric
Technology
Food Technology

Design & Visual
Communication
Digital
Technology
Fabric
Technology
Food Technology

Design & Visual
Communication
Digital
Technology
Early Childhood
Education
Fabric
Technology
Food & Nutrition

Design & Visual
Communication
Digital
Technology
Early Childhood
Education
Fabric
Technology
Food & Nutrition
Culinary Skills

Culinary Skills
Design & Visual
Communication
Digital
Technology
Early Childhood
Education
Fabric
Technology
Foods

Café to Cuisine
Gateway

ESOL

Facilities and learning environment
Queen’s High School offers a
modern and future-focussed
learning environment which
provides students with the
resources and inspiration
required to succeed in the
21st century.
Queen’s High School is
committed to using technological
innovation in both teaching and
learning. We recognise that
there are a number of benefits
with regards to using a variety
of eLearning experiences in the
classroom on a regular basis.
These can include improved
motivation and engagement,
greater independence and
personalised learning, improved
critical thinking, greater access
to information, resources and
experts and allowing a greater
opportunity for collaboration in
a wider context than just the
classroom. Students at Queen’s
High School are able to bring
and use their own electronic
device for learning where
appropriate, and classrooms

are well equipped to manage
the demands of each curriculum
area and offer multi-media
capabilities and wireless
connectivity.

well-equipped and resourced
Information Centre and Library
offers space for individuals to
read and study for both their
learning and personal recreation.

Our physical learning
environment is expansive and
modern, and set in the heart of
St Clair. Queen’s High School
offers vast outdoor green spaces
for students to both learn in and
relax in during school breaks and
the close proximity to St Clair
beach and other local reserves is
optimal for our outdoor
education programme.

Queen’s High School has several
computer suites for student use
and portable COWs (Computers
on Wheels) available throughout
the school. Our Design
and Visual Communications
computer suite, complete with
3-D printer opens up the world of
ICT and design for students.

The King’s and Queen’s
Performing Arts Centre allows
students to both observe
in and participate theatre,
dance, cultural and musical
performances in a state-ofthe-art facility. Our modern
gymnasium and dance studio
inspire young women to pursue
their sporting and dance
academic studies and personal
interests with passion, and a

We also offer specialist
chemistry, physics, biology and
general science laboratories, a
newly refurbished music suite
which includes individual practice
rooms and extensive art facilities
allow students the opportunities
to pursue their creative passions.
Our modern fabric technology
and food technology rooms
include a professional foods
room, for students to pursue
their culinary skills.

Challenges through
outdoor education
Queen’s High School has an
extensive range of outdoor
education opportunities
incorporated into the curriculum,
with specialist classes in the
senior school and camps and
activities in the junior years.
Courses offered incorporate:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Surfing and body boarding
Bushcraft and Survival
Rock climbing and Abseiling
Downhill skiing and 		
snowboarding
Mountain and road biking
Kayaking and canoe polo
Outdoor First Aid
Snorkelling and Scuba
Tramping Trips

Each year we offer a number
of different camp options for
students. In Year 9 all students
attend an overnight camp early
in Term 1 as an opportunity to
connect with each other in a
challenging environment away
from home. In Year 10 a wide
range of camp options are

offered to students, allowing
each young woman to select a
type of camp that interests and
challenges them personally.
Options can include tramping,
surfing, camping, kayaking,
biking, rock climbing and
high ropes.

Our wider community
There are a number of groups
which make up the Queen’s
High School wider community
and each of these groups
contributes to the school to
enhance the school community
as a whole.
Parents & Caregivers
We value the role of parents
and caregivers, welcoming
discussion and contact with
them about their daughters. We
believe that by working together
our students are positively
supported in achieving their
goals and making the most
of the opportunities that their
education at Queen’s High
School has to offer.
Parents and caregivers are kept
informed through regular school
newsletters, academic reports,

frequent monitoring reports,
parent-teacher interviews, email
updates, and the Queen’s High
School website and facebook
pages.
Parent Student Teacher
Association (P.S.T.A)
At Queen’s we encourage
parents and caregivers to have
personal contact with school life
and the school community. The
Queen’s P.S.T.A. was formed
with the aim of encouraging
goodwill and community spirit
among the families of the school.
We are a friendly social group
of people, who meet once a
month. Some of the P.S.T.A.
activities include:
1. Supporting information
evenings - such as a careers
night and curriculum 		
information evenings that

keep parents well informed
and up to date. We also
assist on Open Night and
parent evenings run by the
school.
2. Fundraising for the School varied and interesting.
3. Hearing first-hand about the
school in the monthly P.S.T.A.
meetings. The reports given
by the Principal, the staff and
student representatives are
one of the most valued
aspects of belonging to the
P.S.T.A.
Board of Trustees (B.O.T)
The Queen’s High School Board
of Trustees is responsible for
the governance of our school
and is made up of parent
representatives, student and
staff respresentatives and the
principal.

Queen’s High School
195 Surrey Street, St Clair, Dunedin, New Zealand
tel . +64 3 455 7212 fax. +64 3 455 8644
qhs@queens.school.nz www.queens.school.nz

